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PDFlib pCOS 2.0 released – the PDF Information Retrieval Tool

Newly released pCOS 2.0 makes information  
in PDF documents available
PDF is one of the most popular digital document formats. Who would like to 
know more about the internal information contained in PDF data, can look 
into the PDF documents with the newly released pCOS 2.0 and the free pCOS 
Cookbook containing helpful code samples. 

Munich, October 26, 2007. PDFlib GmbH released version 2.0 of PDFlib pCOS, the PDF 
Information Retrieval Tool. In addition a new pCOS Cookbook with many code samples  
facilitates retrieving a variety of interesting objects from a PDF document.

What is PDFlib pCOS? PDFlib pCOS provides a simple and elegant facility for retrieving any 
information from a PDF document which is not part of the page contents. For example, PDF 
metadata, interactive elements (links etc.), or page dimensions can easily be queried with 
pCOS. With pCOS you can extract a variety of interesting items and create output for different 
purposes. By processing multiple PDF documents with a single call you can easily create sum-
maries of document info entries, page formats, fonts, or any other property. Combined with 
tabular output this provides a powerful PDF administration tool. There are many every-day 
pCOS applications for PDF practitioners, but you can also use PDFlib pCOS as a tool for learn-
ing or debugging PDF. Here are some typical scenarios:

Check incoming documents for predefined criteria
Check PDFs for security problems and active content (JavaScript etc.)
Check documents for quality assurance before publication
Identify problem files in a large collection
Create property summaries for document management
Learn details of PDF data structures

pCOS Cookbook. The new pCOS Cookbook is a collection of coding samples, which gives devel-
opers numerous examples how to make the most of pCOS’ powerful features.
The download package of the Cookbook additionally contains an Eclipse project file that 
allows the direct import of the Cookbook into the widely used Eclipse environment for Java 
developers. The Cookbook is a collection of PDFlib coding fragments for solving specific 
problems. It is maintained as a growing list of sample programs. Cookbook topics are written 
in the Java language, but can easily be ported to other programming languages since the 
pCOS API is identical for all supported language bindings.

Test pCOS! The pCOS software and the free pCOS Cookbook are available for download at 
www.pdflib.com. The downloadable pCOS command-line tool and library can be used as fully 
functional evaluation versions even without a commercial license. Unless a valid license key 
is applied, pCOS will support all features, but will only process PDF documents with up to 10 
pages and 1 MB size.
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PDFlib pCOS Features. PDFlib pCOS offers a simple query interface, without the need for low-
level parser programming. With PDFlib pCOS you can extract a variety of interesting items, 
such as:

Document info entries and XMP metadata
General information: linearization and tagged PDF status, encryption details and  
permission settings, number of pages and fonts
All fonts with their name, embedding status, etc.
Images with size, bit depth, color space, compression, etc.
Color space details for all PDF color variations
Target URLs and coordinates of Web links
All bookmarks along with the corresponding page numbers
Form field data: full field names, contents, position, etc.
Page size, CropBox, page rotation
Status of PDF/X and PDF/A compliant files
List or extract file attachments
Layer names, page labels, article threads
Annotation details
List all comments along with the reviewer’s name
Digital signature details: name of signature field(s), signed/unsigned, name of signer,  
date and reason of signature
Extract ICC output intent profiles from PDF/X or PDF/A files
List PDFlib block properties
JavaScript on document, page, annotation, or field level

About pCOS. With the PDF Information Retrieval Tool PDFlib pCOS you can retrieve PDF metadata, 
hypertext, or any other information from a PDF document. All objects can be accessed with a 
simple interface, without any low-level programming (pCOS is short for PDFlib Comprehensive 
Object Syntax). PDFlib pCOS does not access or extract the page contents of the PDF document 
– this functionality is provided by PDFlib TET (Text Extraction Toolkit). The pCOS interface is also 
included in the well known PDFlib family and PLOP 3. 

About PDFlib GmbH. Munich-based PDFlib GmbH, founded in 2000, develops leading edge 
development tools for server-centric generation and processing of PDF documents. 
Customers of PDFlib GmbH are using the software for automated and high volume generation 
and processing of PDF documents in business and prepress workflows or for online billing systems. 
The development tools of PDFlib GmbH are readily available for all common environments of 
operating systems and programming languages. 
PDFlib GmbH operates worldwide with main markets in North America, Germany and Japan. 
PDFlib GmbH is led by Thomas Merz, internationally renowned expert on PDF. 
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