
datasheet  DEF

The PDFlib Product Family
PDFlib is the leading developer toolbox for generating and manipu-
lating files in Adobe’s well known Portable Document Format (PDF). 
PDFlib’s main targets are dynamic PDF creation on a Web server 
or any other server system, and to implement »Save as PDF« in 
existing applications. You can use PDFlib to dynamically create PDF 
documents from database contents, similar to dynamic Web pages. 
PDFlib has proven itself in a wide range of other use cases as well.

The PDFlib product family is available in three different flavors: 
PDFlib, PDFlib+PDI (PDF Import), and PDFlib Personalization Server 
(PPS). The product family integrates the auxiliary pCOS interface to 
retrieve arbitrary objects from the PDF, such as metadata, interac-
tive elements, etc. PDFlib offers all functions required to generate 
PDF documents with text, graphics, images, and interactive ele-
ments such as annotations or bookmarks.

PDFlib+PDI includes all PDFlib functions plus the PDF Import 
Library (PDI). With PDI you can open existing PDF documents and 
incorporate some pages into the PDFlib output.

PDFlib Personalization Server (PPS) includes PDFlib+PDI plus ad-
ditional functions for variable data processing using PDFlib blocks. 
PPS makes applications independent from any layout changes.

The designer creates placeholders for variable text and images 
using the PDFlib Block Plugin for Acrobat. These so called blocks 
contain a variety of properties, such as font size, color, and image 
scaling. On the server PDFlib Personalization Server can fill those 
blocks with variable data to create the final output, for example 
from a database.

PDFlib PLOP

PDFlib PLOP is a versatile tool for linearizing, optimizing, repair-
ing, analyzing, encrypting and decrypting PDF documents. PLOP 
linearization and optimization features create efficient and small 
PDF documents for fast Web delivery. PLOP protection features 
encrypt or decrypt PDF documents and apply or remove permission 
settings, such as »printing not allowed« or »content extraction not 
allowed«. PLOP’s repair mode automatically detects damaged PDF 
documents and fixes the problems if possible. PLOP can also insert 
XMP metadata in a PDF/A-conforming manner.

PDFlib PLOP DS

The extended version PLOP DS offers all features of PLOP plus the 
ability to apply digital signatures to PDF documents. The signatures 
can be validated in Adobe Acrobat and Adobe Reader, without the 
need for any additional software. Signatures can be created from 
digital IDs in the common PKCS#12 and PFX certificate formats or 
from cryptografic tokens (e.g. smartcards). 
On Windows digital IDs from the Windows certificate store can 
also be used.

PDFlib TET

The patented PDFlib Text Extraction Toolkit (TET) is a developer 
product for reliably extracting text and images from PDF docu-
ments. TET makes available the text contents of a PDF as Unicode 
strings, plus detailed glyph and font information as well as the 
position on the page. In addition, TET contains advanced content 
analysis algorithms for determining word boundaries, grouping 
text into columns and removing redundant text, such as shadows 
or artificiallybolded text. TET optionally converts PDF documents to 
an XML-based format.

PDFlib TET PDF IFilter

TET PDF IFilter extracts text and metadata from PDF documents 
and makes it available to search and retrieval software on Win-
dows. This allows PDF documents to be searched on the local 
desktop, a corporate server, or the Web. TET PDF IFilter is based on 
the patented PDFlib Text Extraction Toolkit (TET).

PDFlib pCOS

PDFlib pCOS provides a simple and elegant facility for retrieving 
any information from a PDF document which is not part of the 
page contents. For example, PDF metadata, interactive elements 
(links etc.), or page dimensions can easily be queried with pCOS.

By processing multiple PDF documents with a single call you can 
easily create summaries of document info entries, page formats, 
fonts, or any other property.

The pCOS interface is included in PDFlib+PDI, PDFlib Personaliza-
tion Server, PDFlib PLOP, PDFlib PLOP DS, and PDFlib TET.
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About PDFlib GmbH

PDFlib GmbH is completely focused on PDF technology. Customers 
worldwide use PDFlib products since 1997. The company closely 
follows development and market trends, such as ISO standards for 
PDF. PDFlib GmbH products are distributed all over the world with 
major markets in North America, Europe, and Japan.

Contact

Fully functional evaluation versions including documentation and 
samples are available on our Web site. For more information please 
contact: 

	 PDFlib GmbH 
	 Franziska-Bilek-Weg 9, 80339 München, Germany 
	 phone +49 • 89 • 452 33 84-0, fax +49 • 89 • 452 33 84-99 
	 sales@pdflib.com  
	 www.pdflib.com
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Benefits of using PDFlib Software
Rock-solid Products

Tens of thousands of programmers worldwide are working with 
our software. PDFlib meets all quality and performance require-
ments for server deployment. All PDFlib products are suitable for 
robust 24x7 server deployment and unattended batch processing.

Speed and Simplicity

PDFlib products are incredibly fast – up to thousands of pages per 
second. The programming interface is straightforward and easy to 
learn.

PDFlib products all over the World

Our products support all international languages as well as Uni-
code. They are used by customers in all parts of the world. The Japa-
nese Resource Kit for the PDFlib Family offers freely embeddable 
fonts, countryspecific ICC profiles, CMaps, and documentation for 
Japanese users.

Relevant Standards supported

PDFlib products support a variety of relevant standards, like for 
example PDF/A, PDF/X, XMP metadata, ICC profiles, or the Pantone® 
and HKS® color libraries.

Professional Support

If there’s a problem, we will try to help. We offer commercial sup-
port to meet the requirements of your business-critical applica-
tions. By adding support you will have access to the latest versions, 
and have guaranteed response times should any problems arise.

Library or Command-Line Tool?

All PDFlib products are available as a programming library (com-
ponent) for various development environments. PLOP, PLOP DS, 
TET and pCOS are also available as a command-line tool for batch 
operations.

Who uses PDFlib Products?

Customers from a variety of industries and businesses make use of 
the powerful PDFlib products, for example:

Software developers integrate PDFlib into all kinds of applica->>
tions to enable reliable and high-quality PDF output.
Businesses create their invoices with PDFlib. Dynamic invoice >>
generation is one of the most popular scenarios.
Bulk mailers merge personal data to existing PDF documents.>>
Invoices and reports can be created from office applications.>>
PDFlib can be attached to common office applications.>>
Prepress companies use PDFlib to build systems for creating, as->>
sembling, or personalizing PDF for commercial printing.
Phone companies generate monthly phone bills with PDFlib.>>
Archive departments extract text from existing PDF documents >>
with PDFlib TET for repurposing the contents.
Search engines can index PDFs with PDFlib TET.>>
Web developers automatically optimize PDF content for fast Web >>
delivery with PDFlib PLOP.
Companies encrypt confidential PDF documents with PDFlib >>
PLOP. 
For additional fidelity digital signatures can be added with PDFlib >>
PLOP DS.
Service providers can automatically check incoming PDF docu->>
ments for a variety of criteria using PDFlib pCOS.

Supported Development Environments

PDFlib products are everywhere – they run on practically all 
computing platforms. We offer variants for all common flavors of 
Windows, Mac OS, Linux and Unix, as well as for IBM eServer iSeries 
and zSeries systems.

The core is written in highly optimized C code for maximum perfor-
mance and small overhead. Via a simple API (Application Program-
ming Interface) the functionality is accessible from a variety of 
development environments:

COM for use with VB, ASP, Borland Delphi, etc.>>
C and C++>>
Cobol (IBM eServer zSeries) (PDFlib product family only)>>
Java, including servlets and Java Application Server>>
.NET for use with C#, VB.NET, ASP.NET, etc.>>
PHP >>
Perl>>
Python>>
REALbasic (PDFlib product family only)>>
RPG (IBM eServer iSeries)>>
Ruby (PDFlib product family only)>>
Tcl (PDFlib product family only)>>

Licensing

We offer various licensing programs for server licenses, integration 
and site licenses, and source code licenses. Support contracts for 
extended technical support with short response times and free 
updates are also available.


